Unobtrusive magic for the everyday
music lover that ﬁlls the room with a
full range sound experience.

SKY
The Sky Tower can set the standard for lower cost towers that can be ﬂexibly used
with a great variety of electronics and gear.

Discover yours at totemacoustic.com

skograndcables.com

Tribute to Gord Downie
and The Tragically Hip

by Kevin Rak

W

hen the news hit last month
that Gord Downie had passed
away, there was a collective national
gasp, followed by an agonizing groan.
We had known for some time that he
was battling aggressive and incurable
brain cancer. Nevertheless, it was a
shock to hear the finality of the narrative. My brother Stuart, who lives
in New York kept sending me text
messages saying he couldn’t believe
that Downie had actually died and
was angry with the fact that in the
US, nobody knew of his passing, and
if they did, they didn’t care that much.
In Canada we have some great musicians that have large followings, not
only in the US, but around the world.
Artists like Rush, Leonard Cohen,
Barenaked Ladies, Arcade Fire, etc.
are very well known, and loved around
the globe. But for some odd reason,
the Hip never fully penetrated the US
or the vast international markets as
their aforementioned brethren did. I
think, however, that that was a large
part of the appeal to us, their Canadian music fans.
The Hip had fantastic music to
match their sharp poignant lyrics,
awesome story-telling skills, and
stunning stage presence. In addition
to the coolest of band names, was
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their magnetic, enigmatic at times,
and somewhat possessed front man,
the great Gord Downie. We the north
had the best-kept secret in The
Tragically Hip, and frankly, we liked
it that way. Last year when the Hip
played their final show to say thank
you and goodbye, in their hometown
of Kingston, the CBC decided to run
the concert commercial-free across
the country. Our Prime Minister was
at the show, wearing a Tragically Hip
t-shirt no less. The entire country
watched the show as if it was game
seven of the Stanley Cup final and our
favourite Canadian team was playing
for the cup.
Not surprisingly, Gord and the Hip
loved hockey, deeply cared about

aboriginal issues and weaved great
stories into great songs that made us
tune in and pay attention. They were
the archetypal Canadian rock band.
They exposed us to strange stories
about Bill Barilko, put Bobcaygeon on
the collective cognitive map, made us
feel what it’s like to be locked in the
trunk of a car and in a strange spooky
way, kind of foreshadowed the 2005
New Orleans’ flood by sixteen years.
I proudly own every album they’ve
made and though I don’t listen to
them on a super-regular basis, when
I do listen, I always think, “I love this
band, I love these guys”!
Gord Downie and The Tragically Hip
will be missed, fully, completely.
www.novo.press

Gadgets to Help You
Keep Calm This
Holiday Season

by Stephanie Greenall

‘T

is the season for long lineups at
the mall and eggnog-fuelled family feuds. The holiday season--which is
apparently devoted to peace and joy-is one of the most stressful times
of the year. A time where you should
be frolicking with your loved ones
on powder-fresh snow actually feels
like a week-long prison sentence. For
those of you who are interested in
enjoying your Christmas confinement,
I have a couple of gadgets that will
help minimize anxiety and keep you
from becoming overwhelmed.
MUSE Meditation Band

Practiced for thousands of years,
meditation has been used to produce
a deep state of relaxation. But for
someone who can never shut their
brain off, it’s pretty much impossible...
or so I thought. On multiple occasions
I sat on my bed, cross-legged, eyes
www.novo.press

MUSE Meditation Band
closed, grasping for a sense of calm,
but my mind continued to race. After a
few fruitless attempts, I made peace
with the fact that I probably wouldn’t
find peace. Then I discovered MUSE
($235 USD), a device designed to
make meditation easy.
The thin headband features seven
EEG
(electroencephalography)
sensors that detect electrical activity
in the brain. Using soundscapes--the
beach is my personal favourite--the
sensors translate your brain’s activity
into the sounds of wind. When your
mind is relaxed, you hear a calm
breeze but when your brain’s activity
increases the winds pick up and blow.
Once you establish a restful focus
for an extended period of time, you’ll
start to hear birds singing. This will
freak you out, it’s not meant to, but
it will! Once you get over the initial
shock of these feathered friends, you

will be able to MUSE yourself calm.
If you plan to pick up the headband I
suggest investing in the travel case;
it’s perfect for easing your delayed
flight frustration! www.choosemuse.
com
Virtual Assistant

The holiday season is a hectic one
and you won’t be able to get through
it alone. With an endless schedule
of Christmas parties and a neverending shopping list you are bound
to get overwhelmed, but who can
you rely on? From screaming kids
to that drunken uncle, you won’t be
getting much help in this chaos. To
avoid my own personal re-enactment
of a Griswold family Christmas I have
enlisted a secret weapon, Amazon
Echo ($179 USD). Since inviting Alexa
(Echo’s voice-controlled intelligent
personal assistant) into my home I
NOVO 9
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Google Home
Virtual Assistant
have accepted her as a new member
of my family. She is the one who gets
me up in the morning, helps me with
my shopping, and reminds me of the
meeting I am currently running late
for. To prepare for a hectic schedule
of festivities this year I have her on
high alert.
Need to turn on the Christmas
lights without crawling under the
tree to plug them in? “Alexa, turn
on Christmas lights.” Running low
on flour for gingerbread cookies but
you’re elbow deep in cookie dough?
“Alexa, add flour to shopping list.”
Running late for the office Christmas
party? “Alexa, ask Uber to get me a
car.”
Whether you invest in Amazon Echo
or Google Home ($129 USD), a virtual
assistant will help take the edge out
of this stressful season.

a sense of calm, aromatherapy
continues to be practiced today. To
give this age-old remedy a modern
twist. AromaCare ($105 US)
developed an app-connected diffuser.
With ready-to-use capsules, this
device is the Keurig of essential
oils. Inside each capsule are 100%
recyclable polymer beads coated in
an oil blend. Tagged with a RFID chip,
the capsules are easily recognized by
the diffuser and can be used for up to
10 sessions. With the help of the app,
you can program the device for timed
sessions (fall asleep to a calming
scent and wake to an invigorating
blend), control LEDs, and access
the capsule usage history. Scent is
a powerful sense and if you can use
it to slay your inner Grinch, even just
for a moment, it might be worth a try!

AromaCare

Virtual Reality Meditation
App

When “the most wonderful time of
the year” has you cursing the man
in the red suit, it might be time to
take a deep breath. To help you relax
and find your inner holiday harmony,
I suggest trying aromatherapy. Like
meditation, aromatherapy can be
traced back to a variety of ancient
civilizations. Because of its ability to
aid in reducing stress and promoting

If you are looking to upgrade your
meditation techniques, why not
try virtual reality? At first, I was
sceptical about attempting to
meditate with my eyes open as
it seemed like it would defeat the
purpose, but I gave it a try. If you are
looking for a dedicated app to help
you find your seasonal Zen, I suggest
testing out Relax VR (available on iOS
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and Android apps, Google Daydream,
and Samsung Gear VR). Developed
as the ultimate relaxation experience
in virtual reality, the app features
guided meditations that are designed
to reduce stress and facilitate deep
relaxation. Recorded by experienced
meditation teachers, the user can
practice keeping their cool while
watching the Northern Lights or
escaping to the sandy beaches of
the Philippines, all from the comfort
of their own home. In addition to
exploring VR apps, YouTube offers
a collection of 360 degree videos
featuring nature scenes that can help
soothe your seasonal stress.
Virtual reality based meditation
offers a very different experience
than other guided practices. With the
inclusion of visual stimuli I became
distracted with the images around
me, but as the practice continued, I
became comforted by the presence it
offered. I look forward to escaping my
family this Christmas with a Gear VR,
a heat lamp, and a pina colada.
Under Armour Recovery
Sleepwear

It’s not surprising that sleep and
stress are interconnected. When
you’re constantly stressed you can’t
sleep, and if you can’t sleep you’re a
www.novo.press
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AromaCare app-connected diffuser

complete Scrooge. If you’re looking
to reclaim those hours, I have the
perfect solution for you, pajamas!
Ditch that flannel onesie and prepare
for jammies that are fit for a football
champion. Under Armour developed
and designed their Athletic Recovery
Sleepwear ($70+ USD) for five-time
Super Bowl winner Tom Brady. The
fabric incorporates a bioceramic
print that absorbs natural body heat
and reflects Far Infrared (FIR) energy
back to the skin, which Under Armour
claims will help you sleep better and
recover fast. These jammies probably
won’t transform you into an elite
athlete, but they could help you get
back to that elusive dreamland. If
Santa’s listening, I wouldn’t mind a
pair of these under my Christmas tree.

Top: A scene from the Relax VR app. Bottom: Under Armour Recovery
Sleepwear.

Unfortunately, stress isn’t completely
avoidable, but if you choose to
manage it, you might just make it
through to 2018. I wish you all the
best in this season of mayhem, and
I hope I’m able to take my own advice
and join you in this quest to stay sane.
If not you might just find me losing
my marbles shopping for last minute
gifts at the mall.
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2017 Holiday
Gift Guide
Happy Holidays From
Suave Kajko & George de Sa!

Gifts Under
$100
Chemion Bluetooth LED Glasses, $59 US
Whether you wear these to a house party, a dance club or a Christmas party, these Chemion glasses are sure to be a big hit. The
Chemion app (iOS & Andriod) let’s you choose animations, drawings
and a music equalizer with the tap of your finger and sends them
instantly to the glasses. You can also show off your creative side by
crafting your own messages. www.chemionglasses.com

Google Home Mini, $49 US
Got some questions? Ask your heart
away! Use your voice to look up information on Google, weather, news and more
- the Home Mini has the power of Google
Search, Maps and more built in. You can
also use it to schedule meetings, alarms,
make hands-free calls, and even control
your favorite video entertainment from
a Chromecast device. And what about
controlling lights, switches and thermostats? Yes, the Home Mini can do that
too. https://store.google.com

Auledio Portable 50-Inch 16:9
Projection Screen, $56
This 16:9 ratio screen is so portable, you
can take it with you just about anywhere.
Set it up in the backyard on a hot summer
night and invite the neighbors, use it at
your office in the boardroom or create a
temporary movie theater for the family in
the basement. Place the screen on a flat
surface, pull up the screen and project your
favorite movie or work presentation in seconds, thanks to this screen’s easy setup.
www.amazon.com

AppLights LED String Lights, $49 US
Show your love for the holidays with the coolest string lights... ever! The AppLights are controlled by your smartphone and can be set to display 140 different
effects ranging from sparkle to starry night to glimmer and more. The app also
lets you adjust the color scheme and turn the lights on and off. www.applights.
com
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Gifts
Under
$100

1More Triple Driver In-Ear Headphone,
$99 US
Looking for a pair of in-ear headphones
for a friend or yourself and don’t want to
break the bank? The 1More Triple Driver
In-Ear Headphone is the way to go. I like
them so much myself that I own a set
and wouldn’t recommend any other at
their price. With three micro-drivers you
won’t miss anything in your music or your
phone conversations, if you use them for
hands free calling. Get one for yourself
and a friend. https://usa.1more.com

Amazon Echo 2nd Generation, $99 US
Having music wherever you are is wonderful but having a device that also lets you
get the news, sports scores, make and receive calls simply at your voice command,
is well, just amaz(on)ing. The Amazon Echo is a hands-free “smart” speaker, a virtual information butler with Dolby processing for immersive sound. Seven built-in
microphones hear you wherever you are – a delightful gift. www.amazon.com

JBL Flip 4, $99 US
Love listening to music when you are
on the go and want to share the experience? The JBL Flip 4 Bluetooth speaker
is the next generation of the awardwinning Flip series. It can provide up
to 12 hours of continuous, high-quality
audio and has waterproof fabric materials in 6 vibrant colors. Perhaps give a
few Flips to friends and have a party, as
you can even wirelessly link more than
100 JBL Connect+ enabled speakers
together for a massive experience!
www.jbl.com
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Roku Premiere+, $89 US
Streaming is no longer the way of the future, it’s the
way of the present and the Roku Premier+ HD, 4K, HDR
streaming box is just the gift for the family or friend to
make for an entertaining holiday season. This box will
stream a wide range of content, from movies to TV shows
and of course music and it even includes an enhanced remote. www.roku.com
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Gifts
Under
$300

REM-Fit ZEEQ Smart Pillow, $199 US
Help improve the sleep of that special someone on your list this year. This
smart pillow detects snoring and gentle vibrations encourage you to adjust
your sleeping position, without ripping you out of sleep. It can also wirelessly
stream sleep music or your music from your favourite streaming app without
disrupting your sleep partner. The ZEEQ app tracks sleep motion and snoring
levels and provides you with a report of sleep duration and restfulness. There’s
also a built-in alarm and a customizable memory foam fill. www.rem-fit.com

Nordost Purple Flare Power Cord, $155 US
It’s no secret that upgrading the power cords on
your hifi components can dramatically improve
the sound of your system. What improvements
can you expect? A cleaner background, greater
musical details, a better defined soundstage and
a deeper bass. The Purple Flare cable represents
remarkable value from expert cable maker Nordost.
A perfect gift for that budding audiophile on your
gift list! www.nordost.com
Dash and Dot Robots Wonder Pack, $279 US
These remarkably cute robots are designed to teach
kids about robotics, coding and problem solving in a
fun, entertaining fashion. Dash responds to voice
commands, navigates around objects, dances,
sings and even plays the xylophone. His companion
Dot is equipped with multiple sensors and a quirky
personality. Dash and Dot can be programmed to
move, light up, make sounds and interact with each
other. An incredible gift for the younger on your list!
www.makewonder.com

Sennheiser RS 5000 Wireless TV Earphones, $250 US
It’s unlikely that your sleeping habits match those of your significant
other or your kids. The RS 5000 earphones are designed for those times
when you wake up early on a Saturday morning and everyone else is still
dreaming about unicorns. These wireless earphones give you the freedom to move around your home and offer 3 different listening profiles to
enhance TV, movies and music. A unique Speech Intelligibility function
increases speech clarity. www.sennheiser.com
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I’m too experienced
for bad TV sound.

FLEX 5000

The TV listening enhancer
you can use with your own
headphones.

Optimise your TV’s sound
clarity and speech intelligibility
with the Sennheiser Flex 5000.
Discover supreme comfort and
wireless freedom. Because
once you’ve seen a bit of life,
you don’t settle for less than
the best TV audio experience.
Find out more:
sennheiser.com/ﬂex-5000

Gifts
Under
$300

KENWOOD DRV-410 Dashboard Camera, $199 US
Regardless of your age, if you drive or know someone who does, you will likely
be impressed by this dash camera. Not only will it record while you drive but it
also has collision warning and lane departure warnings. Make interesting videos of your travels while keeping yourself safe and record it all in high definition
video with the 3 megapixel camera. With a gift like this, you’ll definitely make
a friend or family member happy. www.kenwood.com

Yamaha YAS-207 DTS Virtual: X Sound Bar, $299
If you love watching movies or know someone
that does, but just can’t do the multi-speaker
surround sound thing; this sound bar should be
on your shopping list. It is the world’s first sound
bar to use DTS Virtual:X, which allows it to create
a 3D sound experience that includes overhead effects through an object-based soundtrack. The
YAS-207 is so capable it will likely make a movie
lover / gamer out of anyone. www.yamaha.com
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Isoacoustics Gaia II (Set of 4), $299
If you want the most sound out of
your speakers you need to consider
what they sit on. The Isoacoustics
Gaia II are designed to work with
speakers up to 120 lbs (54Kg), providing needed mechanical isolation
and maximizing loudspeaker performance. If you or a friend is looking at
upgrading your speakers, you might
want to try these before changing
anything else; you are likely to be
pleasantly surprised at the positive
results. www.isoacoustics.com
www.novo.press

Netgear Arlo Smart Home Security System, $420 US
Whether you’re looking to improve the security of your home or
just curious about what your pets are up to when you’re not
home, this Arlo system can help. The Arlo security system is
delightfully easy to set up and remarkably flexible. The package
includes two completely wireless cameras that can be set up
indoors or outdoors. You don’t have to run any wires at all. The
rechargeable batteries inside the cameras can last up to several months. By default the cameras will only record when they
detect motion and store the footage automatically in the cloud.
The accompanying iOS/android app will send you alerts when
motion is detected and allows you to preview the feeds from the
cameras on your smart phone screen. www.arlo.com

Gifts
Under
$600

QNAP TS-251+ Network Attached Storage (NAS), $349 US
A NAS mini-computer is the best way to store and organize your files,
especially if you have more than one computer in your home and/or office. It is also the perfect solution for a modern home entertainment
system. Rather than storing files in multiple locations, a NAS device
allows you to store your movies, music and personal/work files in a
single location. A NAS is basically your personal cloud that you can
access from anywhere in the world, without monthly fees. Once you
set one up, you’ll wonder how you ever got around without one in your
life! www.qnap.com

DJI Spark Drone, $499 US
The Spark is a small but very intelligent drone, offering most of the
same technologies as its bigger brother the Mavic. It’s equipped
with a high performance camera, a camera stabilization system,
hand gesture control system and ActiveTrack, a feature that allows the drone to follow you and film remarkable footage. Thanks
to a multitude of sensors and an on-board GPS, the Spark hovers
and flies with great accuracy and automatically avoids collisions
with objects. www.dji.com

Nintendo Switch Gaming System, $299 US
Released back in March, the Nintendo Switch
is the company’s most innovative console to
date and has been nearly impossible to get your
hands on for the first few months. At the heart
of this new system is the Switch Console, a
tablet-shaped device packed with impressive
computing power. When at home, you can plug
it into the dock and enjoy games on your TV.
When you want to play games on the go, simply undock it and take it with you. Detachable
wireless Joy-Con controllers allow two players
to play at the same time. A great selection of
fantastic games is already available, including
all Nintendo favorites such as Super Mario, Mario Kart and Zelda more are coming in time for
the holidays. www.nintendo.com
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Sleek. Dynamic. Immersive.

World’s First Sound Bar
with Virtual 3D Surround

YAS-207
The YAS-207 has virtual immersive
3D surround sound, simulating sound
effects that move around and even above the
listener. DTS Virtual:X produces the most convincing
envelopment from content designed in object-based
immersive formats, such as DTS:X or Dolby Atmos. It also
works its magic on any multichannel or stereo content, up-mixing
non-immersive soundtracks to create more lifelike, spacious sound for all
of your favourite TV shows, movies, games and music.

Wireless
Subwoofer

HDCP2.2

Gifts
Under
$600

Oculus Rift + Touch System, $399 US
Do you know someone who loves gaming? Well the Oculus Rift + Touch takes
gaming to a whole new level with lifelike
virtual reality. The days of VR being unattainable are in the past with Rift. You
can step into a favourite game or watch
an immersive VR movie. The Touch controllers follow natural gestures, increasing the sense of reality. Live and share
the VR experience over the holidays, now
with a lower price. www.oculus.com

Apple Watch Series 3 + Cellular 42mm, $429 US
Could we have a gift list without an Apple product on it? I think not; and what cooler and innovative gift then the latest Apple Watch Series 3. This watch lets you answer a call or you can
ask Siri to send a message for you. Streaming songs? No problem. With this watch not only
can you tell time but you never have to worry about leaving your phone behind. www.apple.com
Sony Playstation 4 Pro 1TB Ltd. Ed. - Star Wars Battlefront II, $449 US
If you or a loved one is a Star Wars fan then this might
just be the perfect gift of fun and entertainment over the
holidays. This limited edition Battlefront ll bundle is sure
to thrill, with the latest gameplay in brilliant 4K video detail. With a fully customized Jet Black PS4 Pro and DUALSHOCK 4 wireless controllers, this system will impress
when powered on or standing still. www.playstation.com

Audeze LCD2 Classic, $599 US (Holiday special price)
The Audeze LCD2 Classic is a headphone for those that truly enjoy
great sound. These lightweight headphones have just been improved
and now offer greater comfort and improved sound while having that
slightly warm sound that the original is so loved for. Treat your ears to
the gift of personal music with these headphones with special pricing
for the holidays. www.audeze.com
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Gifts
Under
$1,200

Kuri Home Robot, $799 US
Have someone on your holiday list that’s always dreamed of having their own robot
companion? Kuri can make that dream come true not just for them, but for the
whole family. This irresistibly cute robot is happy to cruise around your home and
thanks to its facial and pet recognition, it will automatically capture life’s little moments with its 1080p camera. As Kuri roams around your home, it will learn which
room belongs to whom, can wake you up in time for work or school, and greet you
when you get home. This app-connected robot will also smartly avoid obstacles
and stairs, respond to voice comments, respond back to you in a robot-language
of beeps and bloops, and even play your favorite music. Wow! www.heykuri.com

Skogrand Vivaldi Interconnect Cables, $750 US / 2m pair
When Skogrand introduced its first cables, they were designed for audiophiles with deep pockets but today you can
get a “taste” of Skogrand performance for a fraction of the
price. These Vivaldi interconnects are incredibly accurate
across all the sonic frequencies and deliver most of the detail, smoothness, and musical coherency of Skogrand’s reference calibre cables. You’ll hear your music with a sense
of space, three dimensionality, and precision imaging. The
uplift in sound they can offer to a music system is simply
remarkable. www.skograndcables.com

Trekboard 8-inch Hoverboard + Smartkart 4 Drift, $699 CDN for both
If you’ve never tried a hoverboard, you absolutely have to - these things are an
absolute blast! Hoverboards have come a long way since they were first introduced. This 8-inch Trekboard is bigger, bolder and safer than ever before. Its
larger wheels will allow you to navigate a variety of different terrains, while its
stabilization system will keep you planted on the board. Amp up the fun factor
by pairing it with the Smartkart 4 Drift and become the drift king in your neighborhood! www.smartwheel.ca
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VPI Cliffwood Turntable, $900 US
This most affordable hi-end turntable comes
from a family owned and run business out of
Cliffwood, New Jersey – VPI. You are sure to
thrill any vinyl enthusiast with its look, build and
performance. This one comes as a complete
package, with turntable, 9” gimbal tonearm and
Grado built Green cartridge. Unpack it and spin
vinyl in just a few minutes. www.vpiindustries.
com

Gifts
Under
$1,200

Hafler HA75 Tube Head Headphone Amplifier, $999 US
Do you know someone with a headphone fetish? Perhaps
you might like to thrill them with this ‘vintage inspired’ headphone amplifier that uses a real vacuum tube circuit to bring
some “tube magic” to that headphone listening experience.
Solid build from a company that’s been building for the pro’s
for decades. The HA75 aims to provide warmth and character to comfort any avid music listener. www.hafler.com

DJI Mavic Pro Drone, $999 US
If you or someone close to you has been looking to get serious with a drone, this
perhaps is a perfect gift. With a foldable structure and compact size, this drone
is super portable and easy to setup. Very sophisticated cameras let you see
with eagle eyes and a 7 km range lets you soar without worry. Bring some awe
and excitement to the whole family with this little tech marvel. www.dji.com

Apple 12.9-inch iPad Pro 512 GB WiFi, $1,149 US
If you want the latest and greatest in iPads, this new one from Apple is the
bees knees. With Apple’s A10X Fusion chip and 64-bit architecture it’s more
powerful than most PC laptops. It has an amazing display that would be
perfect to catch up on with the latest TV series or movies over the holidays.
www.apple.com
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Monitor Audio Silver 300 Loudspeaker, $2,000 US/pair
If you are looking to buy or gift a loudspeaker that combines an incredibly
high price-to-performance value, then you don’t need to look any further
than Monitor Audio’s new Silver series. The Silver 300 is a three-way tower
loudspeaker that brings together wonderful sound in a tall, slim and ever so
stylish cabinet that is sure to enhance the aesthetic of any room in which
it sits. www.monitoraudio.com

Gifts
Under
$2,000

Rega Elex-R Integrated Amplifier, $1,695 US
Literally, as I write my recommendation for this one, I’m listening to it
play Norah Jones, and I’m melting in its sultry musicality. The Elex-R
is sure to bring the sublime joy of music to the listener with its combination of power (70 watts-per-channel), balance and control. Add a
turntable anytime, as the Elex-R includes an ever so sweet integrated
MM phono-stage. www.rega.co.uk
Acoustic Solid Solid Classic Wood MPX Midi Xtended
Turntable, $1,999 US
The Solid Classic Wood Midi MPX Midi Xtended turntable, with Rega tonearm and matching Acoustic
Solid cartridge is a gorgeous example of classic style
matched to performance. This is a turntable which is
as much a conversation piece as a fine music player.
Its string-driven platter is not only novel but ensures
the higher performance. Spin a stack of vinyl with
friends and family over the holidays with this gift
idea. www.acoustic-solid.com

Bryston BryFi BW-1, $1,495 US
With on-board wifi, and AirPlay wireless connectivity
to both Apple and Android platforms, the BryFi will
blow your socks off with its powerful 75 watts x 2
output power. Not just another desktop wifi system,
the compact BryFi will bring big sound to a relatively
large room, while still being at home on a shelf or
desktop. With a 192kHz/24 bit high resolution DAC,
there is no giving up sound for size with this one.
www.bryston.com
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Gifts
Under
$2,000

Gold Note Valore 425 Plus Turntable, $1,280 to $1,600 US
Spinning vinyl records is a really fun way to enjoy music and far much more
engaging than listening to online music services. These are just a couple of
reasons why records and turntables have made such a great comeback. This
Valore 425 Plus model from Italian maker Gold Note is a luxurious looking piece
that offers a fantastic midrange and bass performance. Designed with a variety
of potential upgrades, this turntable will satisfy both novice and serious audiophiles alike for years to come. Give it a listen and you’re sure to get lost in its
sweet, fluid and warm sound. www.goldnote.it

Bryston Mini A Bookshelf Speakers, $1,410 US
Music plays a significant role in most people’s lives
and playing it on good quality speakers can make
all the difference. If you’re looking for a great performing speaker without breaking the bank, look
no further than the Mini A speaker from Canadian
manufacturer Bryston. This compact speaker will
delight you with its clean, detailed sound, great
dynamics and ability to fill even larger spaces with
sound. You won’t find any exotic materials here,
just honest, time-proven engineering excellence.
www.bryston.com

ARCAM A29 Integrated Amplifier, $1,600 US
Looking to help someone on your gift list assemble their first high-end music
system? An integrated amplifier is the easiest, most affordable means to build
a hifi system. This single component will serve as a foundation of high-end
system, all you need to add is a pair of speakers and a music source. With 80
watts per channel, an Arcam’s G Class electronics amplifier technology, this
amplifier delivers lots of power with low levels of distortion. It’s even equipped
with a phonostage for a turntable. www.arcam.co.uk
Samsung QLED 4K Smart 55-inch TV (Series Q7F), $1,999 US
A brand new TV is a fabulous gift idea for the whole family. This TV employs
Samsung’s Quantum Dot technology to produce an exceptionally bright and lifelike picture, thanks to its ability to display 100% color volume of the DCI-P3
color space. Equipped with the latest HDR technology, this TV will allow you
to experience brilliant whites and the deepest blacks, producing a picture that
shows the tiniest of real world details. Samsung’s Smart Hub is one of the best
designed smart TV interfaces and offers access to your favorite apps like Netflix
and YouTube, games and more. www.samsung.com
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Gifts
Over
$2,000
Epson Home Cinema

LS100 Ultra-Short

Throw 3LCD Laser Projector, $2,999 US
If you’ve been on the fence about getting a
projector, this might just be the one to get
you to finally take the plunge. Not only does
the Epson LS100 offer a wonderful picture
with a 2.5 million to 1 contrast ratio but with
4000 lumens on tap it can deliver a respectable picture, even with the lights on. Its ultra-short throw capability and compact tabletop form make it a place-anywhere projector.
www.epson.com
Bryston BP173 Pre-amplifier, $3,995 US
For someone who is after immaculate sound paired
with superb construction, quality and reliability,
the new Bryston BP173 pre-amplifier should be at
the top of the heap of hi-end products to consider.
Hand-built in Canada with a 20-year warranty, this
preamplifier would be a gift that keeps giving for
years to come. The Bryston BP173 pre-amplifier is a
no-compromise audio component for those seeking
the highest level of fidelity. www.bryston.com
Totem Tribe Tower Speakers, $5,300 US
Who said speakers have to look like boring rectangular boxes? These
sexy Tribe Towers offer a modern appearance that will happily fit with
any home decor. They’ll also play with a musicality that is sure to make
you break out into your best dance moves. What makes these speakers
special are Totem’s exclusive Torrent drivers, capable of producing a big,
dynamic sound with a luscious midrange and a surprisingly deep, articulate bass. www.totemacoustic.com

Sony A1E OLED 4K 65-inch TV, $3,999 US
If you want to thrill yourself or someone else with a mesmerizing visual
experience then the Sony A1E OLED TV is the way to do it. You will experience incredible contrast and the deepest blacks via 8 million selfemitting pixels. It also provides a most innovative sound via its Acoustic
Surface sound emitting screen technology. OLED is the most lifelike
television technology available and sure to impress any viewer. www.
sony.com
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LG OLED TV C7 65-inch Model, $3,199 US
If you’re looking for the very best in TV technology then look no
further then LG’s OLED TVs. This TV delivers a supremely accurate picture with lifelike colors and inky, near perfect blacks. An
infinite contrast ratio is achieved by this TV thanks to not relying
on a backlight, instead each pixel on the screen can independently
brighten, dim or completely turn off. Its rich palette of more than a
billion colors allows it to achieve true color accuracy with smoother, subtler and more precise gradations of shades. This is an absolutely perfect gift to make the whole family smile! www.lg.com

Gifts
Over
$2,000

JVC DLA-X570RB D-ILA Projector, $4,499 CDN
Sure, kicking back and watching a movie on a big screen
TV can be entertaining but if you’re looking to replicate the
cinematic experience at home there’s no better way to do it
than with a projector. This projector achieves 4K resolution
thanks to JVC’s e-shift 4 Technology and will up-convert lower
resolution video sources to 4K. It’s high-output lamp combined with an impressive 400,000:1 dynamic contrast ratio
will allow you to view the deepest details in both the brightest and darkest parts of the picture. It is also compatible
with 3D movies if you’re into that sort of thing. All you need
is a good movie and some popcorn! www.jvc.com

Gifts
Over
$2,000

Roksan K3 Integrated Amplifier + K3 CD player,
$5,000 US
From the U.K., Roksan delivers a most lovely pair of
audio components with its K3 integrated amplifier
and K3 CD player. The K3 Integrated is a very capable
performer with 140 watts-per-channel on hand, builtin DAC and aptX Bluetooth input. When combined
with the matching K3 CD player, all you need to add is
a pair of speakers to relish in the beauty of music over
the holidays; a gift sure to bring big smiles. www.
roksan.co.uk

Oh Canada, Our Best Bands, Our Best Brands

by Kevin Rak

C

oming off the heels of TAVES 2017, us
Canucks showcased lots of cool new
Canadian gear from Canadian HiFi companies, like Totem Acoustic and Bryston, just to
name a couple. Totem Acoustic showcased
their new Totem Signature One loudspeaker,
as well as the new Totem Tribe tower, which
both sounded awesome. They also had the
Totem SKY and SKY Tower, which were nothing short of amazing.
Bryston was showcasing their Active
Speaker System with the new 3-channel
21B3 amp as well as the BDP-3 digital player,
which I was trying to sneak out of the room
without anyone noticing. Unfortunately, I
failed, but it gave me some extra time to
notice the BDA-3 DAC and the BP26 preamp,
which would have been an equally good steal.
Outside the brands showcased at TAVES,
Canada is home to a few other great hifi
manufacturers such as Axiom Audio, Hafler,
Paradigm, Anthem Electronics, Reference 3A
and Audio Sensibility.
The interesting twist for me was that
www.novo.press

Totem SKY Loudspeakers
in some of the audio rooms, exhibitors
were playing a good sampling of Canadian
artists. I heard some Blue Rodeo, Arcade
Fire, Leonard Cohen, k.d. lang and Glen Gould
tunes emanating from those rooms. As a
musician and proud patriot, I have always
been cognizant of Canadian talent and how
we appear on the international stage, both
literally and figuratively.
To complete the musical trifecta, not only
do we have an arsenal of great Canadian
talent, and first-class audio components,
we also manufacture some world-class
musical instruments to help make all that
great music. Brands such as Seagull guitars,
Simon & Patrick and Art & Luthiere guitars
are all manufactured in Quebec, by parent
company Godin. Those brands are well
known for their fine workmanship, great tone
and competitive pricing. On the percussion
and drums front, Zilidjian cymbals, as well
as Sabian cymbals, both founded by Robert
Zilidjian, are used by the best players to ride,
crash and keep time. (Snare-roll & cymbal

crash!)
Currently, Canada has the sixth largest
music industry on the planet and has
incubated some of the greatest homegrown
talent of the last several decades. Leonard
Cohen, The Band, Oscar Peterson, Gordon
Lightfoot and Paul Anka. World-Class
Canadian producers like Daniel Lanois,
Bob Ezrin and David Foster have produced
records respectively for U2, Peter Gabriel,
Pink Floyd, Alice Cooper, and Michael Bublé.
Current homegrown acts I love and listen
to on a regular basis include The Dears, The
New Pornographers, Ron Sexsmith, Arcade
Fire, Joel Plaskett, The Lowest of The Low,
and of course, The Tragically Hip. For all the
Hip fans, please see my tribute to TTH and
Gord Downie on page 8 of this issue. If you
find yourself unaware of any of those acts,
run out and… perhaps… just turn around
and run back to your smart phone or digital
music system. Hit up iTunes, or stream
Apple Music, Spotify or Tidal, to check them
out. I’d recommend The Dears, from Montreal
NOVO 37
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Leonard Cohen performing live
and their brilliant album Gang of Losers and
Joel Plaskett Emergency from Nova Scotia
and their 2007 Polaris Music Prize finalist
album Ashtray Rock. The Suburbs by Arcade
Fire from 2010 is also an amazing release
from the Montreal based band. And if you
prefer your music on good-old vinyl, there
is no shortage of record stores across the
country.
To borrow a popular food-cycle analogy,
you can say the Canadian “music-cycle”
runs from musical inception, creation,
performance and then ultimately, playback.
It’s cool to think that the Canadian influence
can be had at every stage of the process. A
Canadian musician can compose, play and
perform their music on a Canadian designed
and manufactured guitar, with wood from
Canadian trees, record in a Canadian studio
using Canadian recording gear, have a
Canadian producer put the album together
and then play the finished product back
through Canadian amps, speakers, and
cables.
Growing up in Montreal in the 70s, many
of my favourite artists were Canadian,
although I wasn’t necessarily aware of that
fact back then. Artists, like Bachman Turner
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Overdrive, Rush, Joni Mitchell, and Neil Young guard against potential cultural and financial
were ubiquitous on the radio, both here and bombardment by international acts, while
in the US. The only hint of Canadiana I ever simultaneously giving Canadian artists a
noticed was the small Canadian flag sticker fighting chance to be seen and heard. Initially,
on Randy Bachman’s white Stratocaster and the Canadian broadcast media did not meet
the small maple leaf in the BTO logo. As a kid, the new “Can-Con” mandate favorably and a
that was the first time I realized they were number of them tried, in vain, to circumvent
Canadian, and even back then, I thought it the rules.
Those aforementioned acts would have
was cool that they were from “my country”.
However, being from Canada back then undeniably been world-class artists with
wasn’t always cool. Despite all our talent, or without the CRTC rules, especially as a
potential, passion, smarts, wide-open number of them had already moved to the
spaces, natural resources and a polite US to chase their dreams and success.
and affable population, being Canadian Certainly though, other Canadian acts did
sometimes meant second-rate, especially benefit from the rules and that potentially
when compared to the US, or Great set up the impetuous for future artists
Britain. With a gigantic land mass and a to succeed while still living here. Today,
fraction of the population compared to our Can-Con is stipulated at 35% to 40% and
overwhelming and closest neighbour, the it seems to be working. As an interesting
Canadian government realized it would be and humorous side note to Can-Con, the
tough to compete, even within our home brilliantly hilarious television series SCTV,
and native land. Consequently, the CRTC was getting pressure to incorporate more
was established in 1968, and in 1971, they “Canadian-specific skits” in the show. The
mandated that Canadian broadcast media writers weren’t happy about being forced
initially play 25% Canadian content, as into it, so they responded by taking Can-Con
defined by the MAPL system. MAPL is the totally overboard, and created the ultraacronym for; Music, Artist, Performance, Canadian Bob & Doug McKenzie skit using
Lyrics. Perhaps they had the foresight to every Canadian cliché they could think of.
www.novo.press
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Seagull is one of a number of guitar manufacturers based in Quebec, Canada.
Ironically, that skit became one of the most
popular on the show, both in, and out of
Canada. As it turns out, one of our biggest
exports was, and still is, comedy.
The influence of the Canadian government
with the National Research Council
laboratory in Ottawa has been equally
influential for our national HiFi brands. The
NRC allows Canadian companies to test
products in development, free of charge. This
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allows Canadian brands to better compete
on the world-stage without incurring the
massive R&D costs incurred by some of the
non Canadian brands we ultimately compete
with.
These days, we have so many world-class
artists; I would be unable to list them all in
this article. However, I find it interesting that
so many Canadian music fans are not always
aware of the excellent talent we have here

in our own backyard. Paradoxically, we only
seem to take notice of our own talent once
they get very popular out of our country. So
whether you are looking to discover a new
band or solo artist to fall in love with, new
electronics or loudspeakers, or perhaps a
new guitar, I urge you to search out the
growing influential seal of quality that is
“Made In Canada”. I guarantee you will be
impressed.
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VR is Here, Now What?
Where Virtual Reality is Heading in The Future

Screenshot from Star Trek: Bridge Crew

by Aaron Binder

I

t’s easy to forget that we live the future
every day. Merely 15 years ago cellphones
were still considered a rarity and now they
have become integrated into almost all
facets of life in the Western world while
quickly becoming necessities globally. The
importance of the cellphone cannot be
understated – it remains the beginning of a
modern industrial revolution where instead
of factories, technology is enabling the individual to empower, educate and expand
from a simple 4 inch screen. What we take
for granted in the West will be the defining, iconic educator of the other 80% of the
world.
The cellphone may have launched the new
industrial revolution but its agents of drastic
change will be Virtual and Augmented Reality.
The phone changed our ability as a species
to connect instantly in an almost telepathic
way, VR and AR will evolve that digital
telepathy into an intense mind-meld. Already
it is possible to see the framework being laid
down to turn virtual worlds into permanent,
everyday aspects of near-future humanity.
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Third Life?

Often VR in pop culture is portrayed as some
sort of bastardized version of Half-Life that
only nerds, delinquents and geeks have any
sway over. The reality is that mainstream
adopters are beginning to pick up PlayStation
and Samsung Gear headsets while a
plethora of lower quality but functional
Google Cardboard platforms are beginning to
emerge as well. It is likely that the hardcore
vs. casual gamer trend of demographics
will continue into the virtual world as the
tech continues to slide into mainstream
uses and appeal. This means that the space
dominated predominantly by males will soon
become the domain of Gen X, Gen Y and Baby
Boomers much like Second Life did. While
it may seem surprising, it’s often retirees,
stay-at-home parents, and students
engaging in social online gaming (according
to an article on www.bigfishgames.com) but
it is often these same people that have most
difficulty building new social connections in
real life.
Connecting with others in similar situations

whether they’re down the street or in Dubai
has allowed powerful social bonds to be
constructed through the internet – bonds
that will dig even deeper when VR’s visual
representation becomes more mainstream.
Where Second Life has offered a glimpse into
a simplified version of VR, there are many
new examples of how VR will likely shape
the future of humanity – at least portions
of it. What is easy to forget are people on
the fringes, those with disabilities, suffering
through old age or losing their capability to
live the way they want.
San Junipero, the iconic Black Mirror
episode, brought the definition of death to
question and encouraged viewers to ask
where the line is between life and death in
both the virtual and real worlds. As these
types of virtual connections continue to
become reality, the depth of detail and
ability to control the environment will
drastically increase, while blurring the lines
between what is and what isn’t human. If
you could visit your long gone parents or
intriguing historical figures and interact with
them as though they were real – would you?
www.novo.press
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Screenshot from Justice League
As information quickly becomes one of the
biggest economic drivers on Earth, people
will pay for these types of experiences if
they’re hyper-realistic.
How Culture is Driving Demand

The capability to blur the line between
reality and fictional reality is coming and
faster than anyone expects.
Some believe it is already here. Physical
augments like electronic contacts and
embedded RFID chips are being used by body
hackers (check out www.dangerousthings.
com) to increase personal efficiency but
many governments and organizations still
don’t have much guidance in how to handle
this, much less mass consumer products
that will be entering markets in the next
couple of years – most Americans are still
picking up their first credit cards
with chip technology.
Regardless, there are many new
era technologies being adopted
now – Cineplex is currently
rolling out VR experiences
at a number of their existing
complexes. The future for this
type of tech will heavily lean on
experiences that either clients
wouldn’t be able to normally
enjoy like flying a fighter jet or
new experiences that simply
don’t exist, like experiencing
birth from the perspective of a
baby – that last one is probably
a super niche market but maybe
not.
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The internet has blossomed into a
great connector and people are becoming
defined more by individual traits than their
collective associations. VR producers will
inevitably find demand to create what by
normal standards today would be strange
experiences. In the near future it will be
commonplace to experience birth or answer
the biggest gender related question of all
since the dawn of humanity, what’s it like to
be a member of the opposite sex for a day?
Exploring this type of idea is nothing new to
the virtual world - many people have used it
as a way to cope with their gender identity
while others have simply tested the waters
to see what it’s like. As wearables and
immersion continue to improve, this classic
question will become easily answerable
along with so many others.

The lines of what a human is or isn’t will
continue to blur. Some social scientists
already think we’ve entered the next stage
of evolution through technology but it’s
important to recognize that as far advanced
as VR tech can be with the right amount of
money, the rest of the world is still picking
up cellphones with tiny screens to simply
call their parents two towns over. There
is no question that we are approaching
another epoch of humanity, the question has
now become how fast will it be adopted by
those in the west and how long will it take
for the rest of the world to join these quickly
growing virtual communities?
Aaron Binder
Chief Experience Officer
Go Tours Canada
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